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cates, and advocates of all kinds are alike. They
have arguments for every situation and for every
taste. Almost 150 years Trill roll away before these
honeyed and not too sincere Invitations find a hear-
ing. But the very fact that in the reign of Marcus
Aurelius they suggest themselves to the mind of one
of the most enlightened chiefs of the Church, is
a prognostic of the future. Christianity and the
Empire Trill be reconciled: they are formed for
one another. The shade of Melito will thrill with
joy when the Empire becomes Christian, and the
Emperor takes in hand the cause of " the truth.3'

In this way the Church made more than one step
towards the Empire. For politeness5 sake, no doubt,
but also as a legitimate deduction from his princi-
ples, Melito does not admit that an Emperor can
give an unjust order. Men were willing to have it
believed, though contrary to all truth, that certain
Emperors had not been absolutely opposed to Chris-
tianity : they loved to tell how Tiberius had pro-
posed to the Senate to place Jesus among the gods,
and how it was the Senate that had been unwilling.1

1 Tertull. Apol. 5.